
Biography of Anna Mary Robertson Moses—Grandma Moses
Born on a farm in New England, September 7, 1860. Was allowed to
go to school when 10 years old but only during the 3 summer months.
It was too cold for girls to attend in the 3 winter months—they didn’t
have warm clothing. So Anna helped at home. She left home at age
12 to become a hired girl, cooking and housekeeping. In 1887, she
married farmer Thomas Moses. They moved to Virginia to be tenant
farmers. She gave birth to 10 children, but only 5 survived. In 1905
they moved back to New York state and bought a farm. The children
grew up and left home; Thomas died in 1927. Their youngest son &
his wife took over the farm.
Anna Mary, looking for something to do, began creating yarn pictures
and then turned to oil painting. She was in her 70s before she began
to paint and frame pictures which she gave to friends. Her son took
some of the paintings to the local drug store to put on display. An art
dealer from New York city, passing through Hoosick Falls, saw her
paintings in the drug store window. He bought them and tried to get
her a gallery showing in NYC but no dealers were interested in an
unknown artist who was almost 80 years old.
By chance he heard of the show at the Museum of Modern Art for
“contemporary unknown American Painters.” Three of her works were
on display. A year later, a gallery exhibited her work and a newspaper
article called her “Grandma Moses.” From then on Anna Mary was
Grandma Moses.  After this gallery show, Grandma Moses went on to
become a famous artist.
Grandma Moses is a folk artist, which means she never had any
formal training in art.  Many of Grandma Moses's paintings are
landscapes showing her favorite memories.  She had ten children
and often included them in her paintings,  “Sugaring Off” is a painting
of Grandma Moses's town in the winter.  Here you can see the hard
work and play that surround family activities.  The canvas is colorful
and lively.

Nifty fact:  Grandma Moses didn't start painting until she was
seventy-five years old.  By the time she died at age 101, Grandma
Moses had painted approximately 1,600 paintings, and 250 of those
were painted after her hundredth birthday!

Art style of Grandma Moses:
• Great insight into nature



• Made the world seem a safer place
• A painter “of the people and for the people.”
• Her art style was called primitive because she was able to paint in

a clear, uncomplicated way.
• Loved to paint scenes of rural life-popular themes like maple

sugaring, and catching the Thanksgiving turkey

Information taken from:
“Come Look With Me”-Discovering Women Artists for Children by
Lickle Publishing/Jennifer Tarr Coyne
American Women of Achievement: Grandma Moses by Tom
Biracree.




