
Lyon/Pleasant Ridge PTA Minutes
October 11, 2011

President Anne Carreon opened the meeting at 9:15 a.m. in the Pleasant Ridge LRC.

In attendance:  Karen Friedman, Anne Carreon, Jon Everson, Bobbie Rubin, Kevin Dorken, Matt Rich, Greg McWilliams, Laura Olson, Wendy Ban, Karen Kitzeman, Heather McEllistrem, Michele Brennan, Tarpey O’Rourke, Halleh Akbarnia, Alicia Marriott, Kathleen Butler, Doug Morgan, Marg Plante, Melissa Brady, Patty Faut, Fran Meder, Beth Hager, Meg Costigan, Laura Eilts, Tiffany Sapienza


I. Officer’s Reports 
a. President Anne Carreon
i. PTA Council
1. District Staff Changes
a. Dr. Hill is retiring in June 2012
b. Mike Nicholson has been named superintendent effective June 2012
i. He believes strongly in collaboration with parents – we are luck to have someone who will continue this hallmark of our district
2. BAAC (Budget Alignemnt Advisory Committee)
a. Operating at a $2.5 million deficit this school year
b. Avg. cost to educate a student (K-8): $13,000
c. 5 phase process to address deficit spending 
i. BAAC (exploring aligning expenditures to our goals)
ii. CFAC (Citizens Finance Advisory Committee): studying/analyzing the numbers
iii. Present proposed scenarios to Board in December
iv. Seek community feedback (similar to Boundary Committee): January or February?
v. Formal recommendations to Board in March
3. GEF
a. Fund Drive has started and runs through November 5
b. Phone-a-thon will be held Nov 2
c. Goal is $175,000
d. Last year distributed $125, 000 in grants
4. Next PTA Council meeting is Thursday, Nov 3rd at 9:15am
a. Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook
b. Kindness Connection
c. All are welcome to attend

ii. Principal’s Coffee: Thursday, Oct 13 at 9:30am at Lyon
iii. Character Counts
1. Food Drive
a. Week of October 17-21
b. Brings in more food to the Northfield Food Pantry than any other event
2. Lotsa Lotsa Pasta Dinner
a. Tuesday, Oct. 18th, 5:00-8:00pm at the Park Center
b. $5/individual or $10/family
c. Asking people to bring boxes of pasta and jarred sauce
d. Surprise entertainment
e. Volunteers are still needed…please let me know if you are interested
i. One hour shifts starting at 4:30
ii. Passing around a sign up sheet
f. Money to be used for seminar speakers and increased signage around the community
iv. Open Positions
1. Assistant Treasurer
2. PR Book Fair Chairs
3. Ways & Means

II. Committee Chair Reports
a. International Night – Brandy Issac
b. Directory – Julia Marquardt, Maggie Rogula
c. Holiday Helper – Laura Olson, Christa Leone, Cathy O’Shaughnessy
d. Book Fair – Alicia Marriott, Alison Sipe
i. Dates: Wed Nov 9th and Thurs Nov 10th (set up Tues Nov 8th)
ii. Pizza night on Wed
iii. Thursday: PJ night, storytime by Principals (not yet confirmed)
iv. Looking for volunteers
v. Preselling 6th book in Wimpy Kid series
vi. Want to extend a $10 gift certificate to staff at both schools as well as Free & Reduced Lunch children in the cluster
1. Took vote: all in favor
vii. Wish lists to work differently this year
1. Teachers will actually pull book and place in basket
e. Skoolaid – Patty Faut
i. Collecting gently used books the entire week of the book fair
ii. Gently used outerwear collection : still need to determin dates
iii. Pen pals being considered
f. Parent Education – Wendy Ban
i. Parents in Partnership: Saturday November 12th at Attea
1. Can choose 3 (of many) breakout sessions
2. Keynote speaker: Derek Rendel
3. Free to all!
g. Benefit – Meg Costigan
i. Will be held Saturday, Februaru 25th at North Shore CC
ii. Theme: “London Calling”
iii. Will be doing raffle again this year
1. Didn’t make as much last year as first year
2. Keep prices the same
3. Prizes: 3 $1000 Visa gift cards
4. Hope to start selling as early as International Night
5. Looking for help in selling
iv. Still happy to take volunteers to join the team
v. Class gifts
1. 20 classes still need a coordinator
2. Meeting is November 2nd at 9:30am and 7:00pm both at Lyon
3. Classes still needing a coordinator: Gerding PM, Patitucci PM, Hoyland, Ferdinand, Bitonti, Neudecker, Wolfe, Friedag, Beyer, Heilwagen, Wainer, Klein
h. Environmental – Melissa Brady, Marg Plante
i. Saturday Sept 17th: Clean up at Lyon garden
1. Still have work to do and need to plant perennials
ii. Friday Oct 7th was walk/bike to school
iii. Team visited both schools to talk about waste free lunches
iv. “Bag the baggie”: takes 500 years for Ziploc bag to break down
v. water bottles take 1000 years to break down
vi. Lots of great product examples
i. Art Enrichment – Laura Ashley, Michele Brennan
i. 31 teachers participating in Art Enrichment
ii. 3 classes still need volunteers: Hinton, Klein, Weale
j. Hearts of Glenview – Heather McEllistrem
i. Painting was done at both schools week of October 3rd
ii. 10 kids came each day
iii. Annual Hearts of Glenview supports seven local charities
k. NSSED – Heather McEllistrem
i. Impact of nutrition on children with special needs
ii. Workshop info: need to check with Heather or Karen Hitzeman for details
l. Spiritwear – Alla Block, Nikki Krysa
m. Cultural Enrichment
i. Lyon team met with Hubbard Street Dance regarding resident dance program
1. Building choreography around a story
2. Still needs to be confirmed
ii. Kindergarten: possibly an offsite assembly
1. Dec 2nd performances of “Harold and the Purple Crayon” by Hubbard Street Dance?
2. Or bring in a storyteller?
iii. Second grade
1. Researching doing an installation or work of art
2. Working on finding artists to donate time and materials

III. Principals’ Report
a. Lyon Principal Kevin Dorken
i. PLC (Professional Learning Communities)
1. Teachers working on learning targets and making them clear to the kids
2. Examples of what strong work and weak work look like to children
a. Kids find this motivating and they enjoy being the judge
3. Breaking down teacher isolation
4. RTI (Response to Intervention)
a. Working on ways to get kids the help and enrichment they need
b. Allocated an associate on a rotating schedule throughout the kindergarten classrooms so the teachers can meet with the kids
ii. Lyon Winter Program
1. Will do same as last year: 2 tickets
2. Streaming live again (in LC and online)

b. Pleasant Ridge Principal Matt Rich
i. Dad’s Group
1. Sept. 30th Dad’s Group attended GBS game
2. Dad’s Group breakfast on Oct. 7th
3. Lots of parents biked, which helped with the parking situation
ii. Oct. 28th International Night
1. Great time to bring 2nd graders into the building
iii. December: CEC visiting PR
1. Building site visit Dec. 5th and 6th 
2. Parent interviews on the 6th 
3. Our staff has visited other schools
4. Interested in seeing our strengths and areas for growth
iv. Conferences have started this week

Meeting adjourned  by Anne Carreon 

Calendar Overview
October 13			Principals’ Coffee, LY 9:30-11am
October 17-21		Character Counts Food Drive
October 18			Character Counts “Lotsa, Lotsa Pasta” Dinner
October 21			NO SCHOOL – Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 24			Dads’ Groups Meeting, PR 6pm
October 28			International Night, LY 5:15-8pm
November 9-10		Fall Book Fair, LY
November 11			Holiday Helper Outerwear due, LY Office
November 12			Parents In Partnership, Attea 8am-12noon
November 15			NEXT PTA MEETING, LY 9:15am
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