Lyon/Pleasant Ridge PTA Meeting Minutes
November 15, 2011
9:15 am

President Anne Carreon opened the meeting at 9:22 am in the Lyon LRC.

In attendance: Mandy Chiarieri, Beth Hager, Dana Palmer, Karen Toomey, Laura Olson, Sally Claffey, Sherri Grant, Tina Newell, Julie Cooke, Chris Siomopoulos, Beth Huzjak, Meg Costigan, Jon Everson, Kristy Taylor, Cindy Robbins, Anne Marie Feerick, Betsy Garvey, Wendy Ban, Heather McEllistrem, Kevin Dorken, Fran Meder, Kristin Davis, Moira Hathcock, Halleh Akbarnia, Karen Friedman, Anne Carreon, Tamara Duckler, Libby Rosencrans, Matt Rich

I. Officer’s Reports
a. President Anne Carreon
i. Thank You to: 
1. Brandy Isaac for International Night, 
2. Alicia Marriott and Alison Sipe for Lyon Fall Book Fair, 
3. Julia Marquardt for PTA Directory, 
4. Wendy Ban for Parents in Partnership coordination, 
5. Heather McEllistrem for Hearts of Glenview coordination
ii. PTA Council
1. Strategic Planning Committee
a. Reporting to BOE on November 21st
b. Student Achievement, Resources, Climate 
2. BAAC (Budget Alignment Advisory Committee)
a. Streamlining district expenditures in the face of challenging financial climate
b. Three categories of expenditures:
i. What cannot be changed
ii. What should be modified slightly
iii. What significant changes should be made while still maintaining district goals
c. Can access minutes on district website
3. “Lotsa Lotsa Pasta”
a. Fed at least 1000 people – anticipated 700
b. Collected 1300 items and $3000 to donate to Northfield Food Pantry
4. GEF Phone-a-Thon
a. Collected $14,000
b. First Grant cycle awards in December
5. Next meeting December 1: “Bullying and Teasing”
iii. CEC
1. Teachers from other schools coming to Pleasant Ridge to assess performance
2. Parent interviews Tuesday, Dec 6 9:05-9:45 and 10:05-10:45 – need 8-10 parent volunteers for each session
II. Committee Chair Reports
a. International Night – October 28th
i. Lots of positive feedback received – please pass along any comments to Brandy
ii. Travel Journals for 17 countries
iii. International Café – 500 people dined
iv. Under budget
b. Book Fair
i. Still recapping
ii. Busy both Wednesday and Thursday night
iii. New basket system for teacher wish lists
iv. Thank you to volunteers
c. Holiday Helper – Laura Olson
i. Helping families within our cluster with outerwear, gift and food donations
ii. Its not too late to sponsor a family or just donate a grocery store or Target gift card in any amount – bring to Lyon office
iii. Nov 21-Dec 9 Food Drive
iv. Drop off for gifts December 5-9 in Lyon officec
v. Wrap Up Party on December 10th at Lyon in the morning
d. Directory – Julia Marquardt
i. Directories went out on Friday
ii. Can still join PTA and get one – check the website
e. Skool Aid – Patty Faut
i. Book Collection – 15 boxes of books collected at the Book Fair for our sister school Stockton in the city
ii. 4 boxes of books from a previous collection were dropped off earlier in the year
iii. School supplies from end of year will be donated
iv. Third grade pen pal program may be started
f. Benefit – Meg Costigan
i. Raffle tickets now available and will be sold at Lyon Holiday programs
ii. Gerding PM, Ferdinand, Lund, Klein and Hinton still need class gift coordinator
1. Idea deadline by January 6th and completed gift due mid-February
iii. February 25th at North Shore Country Club “London Calling”
g. Environmental Team – Melissa Brady and Marg Plante
i. Composting Event at International Night and Book Fair
1. Collected Waste and sent to commercial composter
ii. Donated food to OLPH/Marquardt Center and Northfield Food Pantry
iii. Room Parents: Can recycle party items in blue containers in classrooms
h. Hearts of Glenview – Heather McEllistrem
i. Holiday Parade – Hearts will be on float
ii. Kids Heart of Glenview Dinner and a Movie – Monday, November 28 at Glen Town Center – Movies 3-9, Dinner 5-7
iii. GlenviewGivingFoundation.org to get tickets
i. NSSED – Heather McEllistrem
i. Glenview Public Library – tour to parents of NSSED students of Children’s area and special needs facilities
j. Spiritwear – Nikki Krysa
i. PR will have a tie dye t-shirt available in newsletter - $12…quick turnaround to get them in time for holidays
ii. Overrun items available at a discount – contact Nicky
III. Guest Speaker: Dr. Andrea Barmish Mazza “Helping Children Cope with Anxiety”
a. Handout available on the website
IV. Principal’s Report 
a. Kevin Dorken
i. Trimesterly District Benchmark Assessments being done in reading and math to maintain consistency across clusters
ii. Winter Program is December 14th, two tickets per family to be used at EITHER the 10am or 1:30pm show.  Tickets will be mailed home.
iii. BAAC – work is being wrapped up in the next few weeks, but it is the first in a five step budget assessment.  This committee is shaping general group input on what should and shouldn’t be changed…not deciding what the change would/could be.  Changes to be determined by other committees and the board in late winter/spring.
b. Matt Rich
i. Site visit from Coalition of Educational Change – deep dive into Pleasant Ridge practices and making changes based on feedback
ii. No Winter program at PR, but there are Band, Orchestra and Chorus concerts in early December
iii. All School Winter Sing on Friday December 16th – students only.  Winter parties will not be held on Friday afternoon
iv. CoGAT testing for 5th graders being done – tests cognitive abilites – used for determining candidates for gifted program at PR and SP/AT in 2nd  and 5th grades
v. Good time to prepare kids for transition into less structured holiday times to manage expectations and behaviors
vi. Kids are improving at being able to identify the Learning Targets they are working towards – ask them!

President Anne Carreon adjourned the meeting at  11:20am.

Calendar Overview
· Nov 21- Dec 9		Holiday Helper Food Drive
· Nov 28		Hearts of Glenview “Dinner and a Movie”
· Dec 2 			Lyon Spirit Day
· Dec 6			CEC Parent Interviews
· Dec 7			PR Orchestra/Chorus Concert, PR, 7pm
· Dec 8			Take Your Dad to Breakfast, PR, 7:15 pm
· Dec 8			PR Band Concert, PR, 7pm
· Dec 9			Deadline for Holiday Helper packages, LY
· Dec 10			Holiday Helper Wrapping Party, LY, 10am
· Dec 13			PTA Meeting, PR, 9:15am
· Dec 14			Lyon Winter Show, LY, 10am and 1:30pm
· Dec 16			Last Day of School – Winter Break begins
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