Lyon/Pleasant Ridge PTA Minutes

March 15, 2011
President Lindy Hood opened the meeting at 9:20 a.m. in the Lyon LRC.

In Attendance: Lindy Hood, Anne Carreon, Jon Everson, Mandy Chiarieri, Gloria Pedrelli, Laura Olson, Kari Bello, Tiffany Sapienza, Ana Cassorla, Marg Plante, Wendy Ban, Halleh Akbarnia, Meg Costigan, Brandy Isaac, Kathy Lawler, Greg McWilliams, Doug Morgan, Jen Roberts, Colleen MacKimm

Approval of the Minutes
Approval of February Minutes:


Motion: Meg Costigan


Second: Tiffany Sapienza

I. Officer’s Reports

· Thank you to Dina Silver, Meg Costigan and Benefit Committee

· Policy for PTA Programming

· Interested parties must provide a written proposal to Exec Board for Review

· Exec Board to make recommendation to Principals for approval, then present at PTA meeting for 2/3 majority vote

· Recommendation based on six point decision criteria as outlined in Policy document

· Approval of Policy:

1. Motion: Anne Carreon

2. Second: Brandy Isaac
· PTA Council

· Boundary Decision Update:

1. BOE decided increase class size to accommodate growing population:

a. Kindergarten class cap from 20 to 21

b. 1st and 2nd grade class cap from 20 to 22

c. 3rd, 4th, 5th grade class cap from 24 to 26
· Kindergarten Registration is Wednesday, March 16th from 4:30-7pm
· GEF Resource Guide Feedback

· Survey to be distributed in coming weeks
II. Committee Chair Reports

Benefit – Meg Costigan, Dina Silver

· Thank you to all committees and volunteers

· Record breaking results

2009: $49,900

2010: $47,800

2011: $61,800

Sign up parties $18,000

Teacher $8,000

Premium $10,000

Class $14,000

Raffle $2,000

Jump Rope for Heart – Kristin Miller, Michelle Langenbach

· Money Counting on March 16th from 9-12 at Pleasant Ridge – volunteers needed

Spiritwear – Nikki Krysa

· Samples are on display

· Order forms went out and are due April 11

· Second graders will also get Pleasant Ridge order forms

· PTA members asked for photos of items on the website

School Supplies  – Kristen Borth, Beth Schmidt

· Orders taken online for 2011-12 school year April 4 - May 13

Green Team  – Mary Hershey, Colleen MacKimm, Michelle Langenbach, Melissa Brady, Marg Plante
· Official Earth Day is April 22 (Good Friday – no school) so we are celebrating Earth Week April 11-15, culminating with myriad activities on our own Earth Day April 15

· Sponsorship from Kraft Foods

· Lightly used gym shoe donations will be taken that week

     Global Language  – Laura Olson

· Program extended one or two sessions to account for the snow days, emails have been sent out

III. Time Task Force -- Karen Friedman
· Committee consisting of parents, teachers, administration (Karen Friedman and Chris Northwick represent our cluster)
· How can we best leverage time to best maximize student learning
· Length of school year 
· Length of school day 
· Collaboration time
· Conference days 
· Teacher planning time 
· Professional development days
· Meetings are open to the public
IV. Organic Food Pantry Project – Jen Roberts
· Goal to start a community garden project with donation component
· Two locations: Pleasant Ridge Peace Garden and Glenview Community Church Rainbow Garden
· 473 pounds of organic vegetables and herbs donated to Northfield Food Pantry last year

· Want to be organic and heirloom

· Bulb sale fundraiser last year to subsidize

· Got between 20-50 kids every day to work in the garden at PR, 20-30 kids every Sunday at GCC

· 2011 Season Plans:

· Using all heirloom and organic seeds

· Started leeks, onions, rosemary and celery already

· Taking advantage of all three growing season, early spring, summer and late fall

· Want to expand the educational component

· Volunteers welcome at PR lunch to work on garden

· Don’t throw out your leaves – put them in a bag and bring to garden for composting

· Check website for many more details
V. Principals’ Report – Kevin Dorken and Matt Rich
· North Playground Renovation
· Current equipment is second hand from Flick Park many years ago – playground in dire need for new equipment

· District and PTA to contribute funds ($25K and $5K respectively), Park District to install

· Due to success of the Benefit, PTA may increase contribution to this project and possibly additional technology at PR

· Input on equipment happening now

· Recommendation to District in mid April, approval, demo and install to happen by mid summer ready for start of next school year

· Boundary Committee Impact on our Cluster

· Lyon – same number of sections next year with increase class cap

· No mobile unit

· ELL, Special Ed staff to increase due to increased student needs

· PR – down two sections – one retirement and one district transfer

· Seven 3rd grade sections, six 4th grade sections, seven 5th grade sections

· Specials and Support staff to remain the same with ELL to increase slightly
VI. Adjournment – President Lindy Hood adjourned the meeting at 10:40am
VII. Calendar Overview

· Mar 16

Kindergarten Registration, LY, 4:30-7:00pm
· Apr 5


Lice Check, LY and PR
· Apr 11-15

Earth Week, LY and PR
· Apr 14


“Race to Nowhere” screening, 7pm, Attea
· Apr 15


Ride/bike/walk to school
· Apr 15


Take Your Dad to Breakfast, PR, 7:15am
· Apr 18


NEXT PTA MEETING, PR, 9:15am *note date change


Respectfully Submitted,

Mandy Chiarieri, PTA Secretary
